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Economic interests also include labor unions, which seek better pay or working 
conditions for their membership. For example, the Texas AFL-CIO spends much of 
its time lobbying for bread-and-butter issues such as raising the minimum wage and 
improving the quality of schools on behalf of about 500,000 labor union members 
in Texas. In a similar fashion, professional associations, such as the Texas State 
Teachers Association and the Texas Medical Association, represent the needs of 
professionals who are not represented by unions. Some businesses work collectively 
through trade associations, which are organizations of similar businesses working 
together to advance shared goals. For example, the Texas Hospitality Association 
(THA) is a coalition of restaurants and bars that lobbies on state laws related to how 
the food and beverage service sector does business. The THA mission statement calls 
for the repeal of the state law that requires distilled spirits to be purchased only from 
a retail store.

In contrast, public interest groups pursue noneconomic policies on behalf of 
the general public (even if not all members of the general public agree on the issues, 
policies, or solutions). For example, Texans for Public Justice attempts to promote 
better government by scrutinizing campaign finance and lobbying, while Texans for 
Lawsuit Reform (TLR) seeks to reduce the abuse of the legal system. Some single-issue 
interest groups might also be considered public interest groups since the issue their 
members are grouped around is one that impacts the public in general. For example, 
the Texas Right to Life Committee and the Texas Abortion and Reproductive Rights 
Action League focus their efforts primarily on the issue of abortion, while the Texas 
State Rifle Association (TSRA) and Texans for Gun Safety square off over gun rights.

Labor unions
organizations that represent 
the interests of working people 
seeking better pay and better 
working conditions

Professional associations
organizations that represent 
the needs of professionals not 
represented by unions

Trade associations
organizations of similar 
businesses that work together 
to advance shared goals

Public interest groups
organizations that pursue 
noneconomic policies on 
behalf of the general public, 
even if all members of the 
general public do not agree on 
these issues or policies

Single-issue interest groups
groups usually organized 
around one side of a single 
issue, such as pro-choice or 
anti-abortion groups

  TABLE 11.1   � Top 10 Companies or Groups Spending over $2 Million on Lobbying,  
2015 Session

Client Interest Maximum Value of Contracts

AT & T Communications $7,464,999 

*Energy Future Holdings Co Energy/Natural Resources $2,699,999 

*Oncor Energy/Natural Resources $1,870,000 

NRG Energy Energy/Natural Resources $1,845,000 

CenterPoint Energy Energy/Natural Resources $1,790,000 

American Electric Power Energy/Natural Resources $1,700,000 

Texas Medical Association Health $1,695,000 

Texas Trial Lawyers Association Lawyers & Lobbyists $1,645,000 

Texans for Education Reform Miscellaneous Business $1,610,000 

Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson Lawyers & Lobbyists $1,405,000 

Source: Preliminary Results, Andrew Wheat, Texans for Public Justice, October 28, 2018.


